
X020__ ND uJOU3NA, ] SOUTH AUSTRALI. [APiUL 29, I9II.

board population was 96 63; of the infants, 109 had no
vaccination marks. A large percentage of children
examined had bad teeth, and there was a considerable
percentage in which there was greater or less enlarge-
ment of gland; senior boys had bad vision in 4.5 per
cent., and senior girls in 10.39 per cent. of the cases
examined. At all ages except 5 years the height of
the boys was below the Anthropometric Committee's
standard, wbile at only one age-5 years-was the
weight of the boys above it; the difference amounts to
6.22 lb. at 10 years. At ages of 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 years
the average height of girls was very slightly above
the standard, whilst at only one age-6 years-was
the weight above the standard. The average number
supplied with free meals between January 10th and
April 1st was 2,095.

CONVALESCENT HOME FOR GLASGOW POOR.
The Glasgow Parish Council is about to make an

interesting experiment in the treatment of infirm
patients. A modern mansion near Kirn, an the Firth
of Clyde, has been purchased and converted into a
convalescent home, providing accommodation for 200
persons. The mansion- house stands in its own richly
wooded grounds of twenty acres. The enterprise will
be conducted on the lines suggested by the report of
the Poor Law Commission, the object being to place
patients in an environment which will lend itself to
more favourable treatment than is possible in the
poorhouse at Stobhill, with its large and mixed popu-
lation. The experiment will be watched with much
interest. The mansion, known as Dunclutha, was
purchased for £3,500.

TREATMENT OF PHTHISIS.
The Public Health Committee of Ayr Town Council

has proposed to provide accommodation in Ayr for the
treatment of patients in place of transferring them, as
formerly, to Bridge of Weir sanatorium at a cost of
L a week each. The town surveyor hes prepared plans
to utilize three acres of ground on the Bouth of Heath-
field Hospital by ohe erection of a pavilion with four
wards to deal with twelve advanced cases, and tbree
open air shelters for the accommodation of six early
cases. The estimated cost would be £1,359, ad £100
Or annum for additional staff. The Town Council

has delayed the scheme pending further information
on the financial aspect of the question.
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IRISH WORKHOUSE ASSOCIATION.
THE work of the Iribh Workhouse Association has,
since the date of its foundation, been mainly directed
towards the creation of public opinion in favour of
workhouse administration reform. The Earl of Mayo,
who presided at the general meeting held last week in
Dablin, said that, owing to the present political situa-
tion, the introduction of a Poor Law Reform Bill
during the present session was quite out of the ques-
tion, and suggested that for the present the associa-
tion should concentrate its efforts on bringing about
an extension of the boarding-out system to children
now in workhouses. This could be carried out with-
out fresh legislation, and was a matter of urgent
necessity, as 5,298 healthy children were still inmates
of the Irish workhouses, while not more than 2,000
children were at present boarded out. At the con.
clusion of the chairman's speech the association
unanimously agreed to send a deputation to the Local
Government Board asking the Board to issue a circular
to the boards of guardians throughout the country
suggesting that they should exercise the power they
possess of boarding out children.

PRESENTATION TO DR. FRANCIS MCKEE.
The many friends and patients of Dr. McKee

of Dromore, co, Down, learnt with deep regret a
few months ago of his sudden and severe illness,
and with correspondingly sincere, joy of his com-

plete recovery. They joined together to put their
feelings into active form, and made him a most
handsome presentation of an antique -Sheraton secre-
taire, a Sheraton sideboard, a GOe#tg III silver tea
and coffee service, and an old-fashioned Sheffield-
plated tray. The presentation was made at a dinner
at which Dr. McKee entertained his friends in Belfast
on the evening of April 21st, when the Chairman of
the Presentation Committee gave the doctor an album
with the address, illustrated with local views of
Dromore, and congratulatory speeches were made by
many of the subscribers to the presentation and by
Dr. McKee's numerous medical friends.

SOUTH CHARITABLE INFIRMARY, CORK.
At the monthly meebing of the Committee of

Management of the South Charitable Infirmary, Cork,
Dr. G. T. Hegarty was elected house-physician, and
the Right. Hon. the Lord Mayor congratulated him on
his appointment, at the same time expressing on his
own and the committee's behalf the regret felt that
the infirmary was losing the services of Dr. Barry, the
retiring house-physician. The Lord Mayor called Dr.
Barry before the committee, and thanked him sin-
cerely for the services he had rendered whilst in the
institution. Each and every one of them were of
opinion that his worth and his merits could not be
excelled whilst in the hospital; he carried with him
their best wishes for success.

LONDONDERRY INFIRMARY.
At the monthly meeting of the Committee of Manage-

mentof Londonderry Cityand County Infirmary, held on
April 18tb, vacancies in the staff were filled up by the
appointment of Dr. H. W. Cunningham to be honorary
physician, and J. M. McLaughlin to be honorary sur-
geon. It was- resolved to ask the Secretary of the local
Branch of the British Medical Association to call a
meeting of the medical men to consider the desira-
bility of augmenting the staff, and to report to the
committee.
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THE MEDICAL DEFENCE ASSOCIATION.
THE Council of the Medical Defence Association has
had a busy half-year. For a considerable time niegotia-
tions have been going on between the United Friendly
Societies and the Defence Association, and lately
matters have been brought to a head by the proposal
to establish dispensaries in connexion with the benefit
societies. No one would deny the right of the clubs
(or "lodges," as they are always termed out here) to
amalgamate for the purpose of establishing central
dispensaries, but when they proposed to deduct some
30 per cent. of the fees paid to the medical officers, the
latter strenuously resisted the proposal. The lodge
doctors estimated that drugs and dispensing, nearly
always contracted for by neighbouring chemists,
amount to only 11 per cent. of the fees paid to them,
and they were prepared to forego this amount. After
many conferences and much writing, the friendly
societies finally submitted an ultimatum of 20 per
cent., but this the doctors have agreed to refuse. The
lodges are considering what their next step will be,
and probably they will endeavour to import young
men from the adjacent States. In these days when
the wages of the meanest labourer is 8s. a day, it is
surely inconsistent to endeavour to sweat the medical
profession. The only alternative seems to be for the
medical profession to affiliate itself with the Trades
and Labour .Council which practically now governs the
State through the medium of the Labour majority in
Parliament.

THE MEDICAL BOARD.
The state of tension induced by this logomachia (no

pun intended) perhaps accounts for the tendency of
the profession to resent the action of the Medical
Board in registering a certain Dr. R. Basedow. Both
the Defence Association and the South Australian


